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Abstract:

Mental retardation and autism disturbance and their effects on the adaptive
behavior for children aged 12 years old and under
This research endeavors to achieve the following aims:

e To find out whether there would any differences between children
with mental retardations and children with autism in their adaptive
behavior.

e To find out whether there would be any differences between male and
female mental retarded children in terms of their adaptive behavior.

e To find out whether there would be any differences between male and
female autistic children in the adaptive behavior variable.

To achieve the research aims, the researcher applied the adaptive
behavior scale that developed and codified by the two Arab scholars:
Abdullah Zaid Alkelane and Mohamed walid Albatsh. This scale was
previously adapted in the city of Benghazi by the social solidarity fund.
The motive behind adopting this strategy was to gather the necessary data
pertaining to research aims and questions.

The-t-test was used as a tool to analyze research data. The purpose
was to explore the differences and correlation coefficient in order to
verify the validity and reliability of the method used. The participants of
the research were 24 children from the Autism Centre and 24 children
from the Centre of Mental Abilities, in the city of Misurata where the
research was applied.

Research data have come up with the following findings:

e There are statistically significant differences between mentally
retarded children and autistic children in the adaptive behavior
variable, and this was in favor of the former.

e There are statistically significant differences between male and
female retarded children in the adaptive behavior variable, and the
differences were in favor of females.

e There are no statistically significant differences between male and
female autistic children in the adaptive behavior variable.
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